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WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Pregnancy testing

• Spore counting

• Body condition scores

• Feed budgets

• Lepto vaccinations
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PURCHASE FACE-GUARD 
AND GO IN THE DRAW TO 
WIN A $7000 VOUCHER* 

FROM HUNTING 
& FISHING

Second Prize: $3000 Voucher 
+2 bonus $500 Vouchers!

Visit faceguard.co.nz to enter
*For a limited time. See in-store for details.

 GRANT FRASER

WHY SHOULD YOU BE CONDITION 
SCORING YOUR COWS NOW?
Condition score at calving is one of the biggest drivers of next year’s 

reproductive performance. 

Knowing where your cows are right 
now allows you to make sensible 
decisions to maximise this season’s 
production without hindering 
reproductive performance next 
season.

Achieving a target body condition 
of 5.0 (5.5 for heifers) at calving 
means we have to ensure cows have 
sufficient time to gain weight to reach 
these targets. A cow that is a BCS of 
4.0 will typically take at least a month 
longer to reach her target condition 
score at calving than a cow at 4.5.  
So taking time to identify who’s 
who now can improve your farm’s 

efficiency considerably. 

WHAT ARE YOUR OPTIONS?

• Dry fat, poor producing cows off 
early – Really helpful when you 
are struggling for feed; allows more 
feed for the cows that are actually 
making you milk right now.

• Look after your heifers and money  
– It is not uncommon to get poorer 
reproductive performance in your 
heifers. Preferentially treating 
those that are lower BCS now (OAD 

or early dry off) lets them grow 
and gain weight to improve their 
chances of conceiving next season.

• Put light weight cows on OAD – A 
successful strategy on many local 
farms. On flatter farms we have 
found it works to use tail tapes or 
leg bands to identify these cows, 
then just leave them in the herd 
and not milk in the afternoon.

• Stagger dry off based on BCS and 
calving date – Early calving cows 
and lighter condition late calvers 
can be dried off as a mob earlier, 
leaving late calving cows that are in 
good condition to continue to make 
milk and less likely to end up too 
fat.

• Preferentially feed light dry cows – 
Once dry you have the opportunity 
to create separate mobs of cows 
based on BCS. By feeding the light 
cows better you will get a more 

even condition score at calving.  

We have the tools and skills to 
electronically record all your cows' 
BCS and send you a report of the 
individual cow numbers and their 
result. You just need to run the cows 
through the cow shed and our vet 
and technician will do the rest. We 
do this on a time basis with most jobs 
averaging out to around $1.20 a cow.

KNOWING WHERE YOUR COWS 
ARE RIGHT NOW ALLOWS YOU 
TO MAKE SENSIBLE DECISIONS
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  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

    January 2020 42Kg DM/day 4mm 22°C 2075Kg DM 139,000

    January 2019 36Kg DM/day 86mm 21°C 2279Kg DM 141,000

 GREG JARRATT

RVM-MILK QUALITY CONSULTATIONS
This autumn, we are changing things up with regard to these annual 

consultations to provide you greater value. 

In addition to covering off the use 
of Registered Veterinary Medicines 
and a review of Milk Quality, we will 
be doing a more in-depth financial 
analysis of your specific animal 
health costs. The purpose of this 
shake up is to make sure your farm 
not only receives the best advice 
regarding Veterinary Medicines,  

but also ensures allocation of financial 
resources are appropriate and make 
good business sense.

We are certain these changes will 
ensure you get more value out of your 
annual consultation.

Watch this space.

Pregnancy scanning for the season 
is well underway. With a number 
of farms already having final scans 
completed, we can now reveal some 
average trends for how things have 
gone so far.

• Average 6 week-in-calf rate: 68% 
(target for 78%)

• Average not-in-calf rate: 18%  
(target for 10 week mating 10%)

• Average mating length: 70 days 

It is important to remember that a 
high 6-week in-calf rate is the most 
important target to meet. While a low 
not-in-calf rate is something that we 
all want, having a high 6 week in calf 
rate sets you up for the next season. 
More early in-calf cows translates to a 
better chance of these cows getting in 
calf early and giving you more days 
in milk.

These results are based off of farms 
that have at this stage already had 
final pregnancy scans and may 
change once all herds have been 
checked.

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS

 CHRISTOPHER BOZZO

PD STATS – HOW ARE THINGS LOOKING?

MVS TECHS ARE 
NOW TAKING 
BOOKINGS FOR 
ZINC BLOUSING.

Contact the clinic on  
888 8197 today if you would like 
their assistance this season.

Andrew Maudsley BVSc

 GREG JARRATT

FAREWELL 
RYLEY – 
WELCOME 
ANDREW
After 12 months of being part 
of the team here at MVS, Ryley 
has now moved on to fulfil 
a large animal veterinarian 
role in her native homeland of 
Australia. We wish her every 
success in her new role and her 
future veterinary career.

Her vacancy has now been 
filled by Andrew Maudsley 
who also originates from ‘over 
the ditch’. Some of you may 
already know Andrew who 
was the successful recipient 
of the MVS – James Cook 
University Scholarship which 
required Andrew to come and 
spend two weeks with us last 
spring. 

Andrew’s interests include 
fishing, hunting, rugby and 
cricket. And, just a word of 
warning, don’t get him started 
on sport where the Aussies 
believe they may have a 
slight edge. True to form the 
commentary is enough to drive 
you to drink!


